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IN ANGER

The silence
of the stones
is deep and loud

only rain keeps beating down

blessed be the anger
of the rain
cleansing my body
clearing my head

nothing can be said
nothing can be done

rain keeps beating down

not the falling rain
nor the passing time
will ever wash away my anger

  „Gentrification” is the term which 
refers to the re-development of a for-
merly neglected and run-down part of 
a city which, thanks to the integration 
of upscale retailers and plush condos, 
stops being associated with ramshack-
le buildings and down-and-out indivi-
duals. Some people prefer to call this 
process „revitalization”, a word which 
arouses positive associations of breath-
ing new life into neglected and decay-
ing neighbourhoods.
  The term „gentrification” was origi-
nally coined in 1964 by the British so-
ciologist Ruth Glass, who described it
as „the influx of middle-class people 
displacing lower-class worker residents 
in urban neighborhoods”. Gentrifica-
tion represents the reversal of the trend 
from the first half of the twentieth 
century of middle class people moving 
from urban centres to more comfort-
able homes in the suburbs.
  Gentrification depends on the de-
velopment of socially and economi-
cally homogenous neighbourhoods, 
without the continuation of local resi-
dents staying in the community, even 
if they have lived there for several 
generations. Typically, gentrification 
does not usually lead to a positive out-
come for the original residents. Most 
notoriously, socially excluded people 
often find the standard of living in their 
„low-rent” part of the neighbourhood 
sliding downward until they find them-
selves living in a slum or ghetto.
 Gentrification of any neighbourhood 
brings with it wealthier residents, as 
well as upscale shops and businesses 
that are able to pay newer, higher leases 
and rents. Local residents end up get-
ting pushed out, because they cannot 
afford the increased cost of living.
  In Vancouver, apart from people who 
actually reside in the Downtown East-
side, a great many Vancouverites seem 
genuinely naïve about ritzy stores and 
extravagant restaurants miraculously 
curing the problem s of the area by at-
tracting people with money. Owners 
of new Downtown Eastside business 
enterprises may attempt to pass them-
selves off as being in solidarity with 

the existing community, however, with 
each and every business that moves in, 
the rents in the neighbourhood climb 
up, which contributes to the displace-
ment of residents unable to adapt to 
a new economic reality in what was 
once their community.  
  Gentrification makes the removal of 
people a necessity if they no longer fit 
some „new and improved” image of 
the neighbourhood. New condo and 
business owners will hope to rid them-
selves of the appearance of any signs of 
life from people living in the area who 
cannot afford their services. Real-life 
city poverty, or the sight of a hungry 
homeless person, might take away 
much of the appeal of a $26 steak. This 
probably explains the frosted windows 
at the newly-opened Pidgin Restau-
rant, and the pulled-down blinds at the 
ACME Café. 
  Recent protests in front of the Pidgin 
Restaurant are undoubtedly making 

some potential restaurant patrons keep 
their distance from the Downtown 
Eastside. This might make other busi-
ness owners think twice about setting 
up shop in the area, and that might not 
be such a bad thing.
  At the moment, the gentrification 
process of the Downtown Eastside 
does not seem to be following any co-
herent overall plan, or to be anything 
except a way to make a quick profit 
for any enterprise attracted by cheap 
rents. The City of Vancouver seems 
to be enthusiastically embracing the 
creation of a battleground for two 
mutually-exclusive economic realities 
– the low-income current inhabitants 
of the Downtown Eastside, and the 
upper middle class professionals who 
are buying newly-build condo units.
  My suggestions for improving the 
economic situation of the Downtown 
Eastside would include attracting visi-
tors to newly-designed green spaces 

and parks, and hosting cultural events 
to do with the rich history of the neigh-
bourhood, which after all was Van-
couver’s original hub of every kind of 
activity. The City ought to give prio-
rity to new entertainment venues, to 
encouraging filmmakers to use the 
highly-adaptable area locations, and 
to supporting art galleries selling the 
works of local artists or B.C. First Na-
tions art. Museums exhibiting original 
Coast Salish artifacts could even of-
fer low-cost admission for the locals, 
while charging tourists a regular price, 
thus supporting the Downtown East-
side doubly. Given the long and rich 
history of East Hastings Street, atten-
tion should also be paid to preserving 
the street’s heritage buildings, which 
could lead to more subsidized housing 
in the area.
  Business owners wanting to move 
into the area should have an under-
standing of the issues affecting the 

Downtown Eastside community, and 
a vision of how their business is going 
to benefit that community, to match 
their vision of how their business is 
going to benefit their wallets. Prospec-
tive business owners should be able to 
demonstrate to the City what their bu-
siness has to offer area residents, and 
they should be prepared to co-operate 
with their neighbours, instead of sim-
ply blocking them out by frosting the 
windows and pretending they do not 
exist. Business owner should realize 
that turning their backs on the com-
munity is not acceptable.
 Though business is essential to life in
the Downtown Eastside, integrating 
it harmoniously into the community 
means that the City of Vancouver 
requires input from its residents. The 
ideas and suggestions of those resi-
dents on how best to manage and en-
hance their neighbourhood must not 
be ignored.  
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***

According to the law
at the age of sixty four
I took my trousers off
and lay myself down

all ready to die

I waited and waited
for the time I hated
to come and...

Nothing!

fed up and up I then got up
poured some in my cup
spat on the law
and got ready to go

for another walk
bent and bowed
on this life’s
crooked road

fot. A. Jar


